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PM Modi launches 5G Services in India 
 

On October 1, 2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 5G services in India at the India Mobile Congress 

in Delhi, joining the global league of nations with the new technology.  

 

The Prime Minister, along with minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Telecom Secretary K Rajaraman, Minister of State 

for Communications Devusinh Chauhan, Reliance Industries Limited chairman Mukesh Ambani, Bharti 

Enterprises chairman Sunil Mittal, and Vodafone Idea’s Kumar Mangalam Birla visited the pavilions set up by 

the three telcos at the venue. The various uses of the 5G technology were showcased by the telecos at the event.  

 

 

December, 2022 

Recent Updates in the 5G Tech Space in India 

Approval for installation of mobile towers  

The Government of India approved INR 26,000 (Indian Rupees twenty six thousand crores) for the installation 

of 25,000 (Twenty five thousand) mobile towers in 500 (five hundred) days across the country. A spokesperson 

for the telecom ministry stated that the project will receive financial support from the universal services 

obligation fund and be carried out by Bharat Broadband Network. Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced this 

project at the three-day conference called the "Digital India Conference of State IT Ministers" which ended on 

October 3, 2022.  

 

DoT summons mobile device makers, telecom companies to push 5G updates 

The Department of Telecommunications (“DoT”) summoned mobile device makers and telecom companies on 

October 12, 2022, to discuss complaints raised regarding the delay in releasing the updated software patches 

over the air by the phone-manufacturing companies, which will allow users of 5G-enabled phones access the 

recently rolled-out service. 

Although 5G is available in a few cities, including Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, and Varanasi, telecom 

companies claim that customers with 5G phones are not receiving the service on their devices.  Smartphone 

makers, on the other hand, have hit back at telcos, stating the limited coverage, owing to the limited number of 

5G towers in operation, to be the cause of the problem.  

 

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw recommends telecommunication companies to install 

at least 10,000 (ten thousand) 5G towers per week 

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that telecommunication companies need to raise the number of 5G towers 

being installed every week to at least 10,000 (ten thousand) per week.   

He also stated that the government is prepared to provide telcos with any necessary policy support as they scale 

up their 5G infrastructure but the rate of 5G roll-out must be maintained.  

 

Companies approved by DoT for PLI Scheme 

DoT has approved 42 (forty two) companies, for receiving benefits under the design-led production-linked 

incentive scheme (“PLI scheme”) for manufacturing telecom and networking products.  
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The PLI scheme is essential to bolstering the value chain of various 5G equipment verticals. India primarily 

relies on imports for these. According to the DoT, the companies have pledged a total investment of INR 

41,15,00,00,000 (Indian Rupees four thousand one hundred fifteen crores). In addition to the current incentives 

for products that are designed and manufactured in India, the scheme offers an additional incentive of 1%. 

The government announced the PLI scheme last February and allocated INR 1,21,95,00,00,000 (Indian Rupees 

twelve thousand one hundred ninety five crores) for the same. The scheme’s duration was increased by a year, 

and its coverage of design-led manufacturing was added back in May. The amended scheme included additional 

incentives worth more than INR 40,00,00,00,000 (Indian Rupees four thousand crores), as decided by the 

Centre. In essence, the policy was changed to focus on creating a solid 5G ecosystem. 

 

Reliance Jio announces rollout of 'True 5G' service in Delhi, NCR cities 

Reliance Jio, on November 18, 2022, rolled out 5G services in Delhi, adjoining cities and other major locations. 

Jio provides 5G services on a trial basis in 7 (seven) cities: Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, Varanasi, Bengaluru 

and Hyderabad. In Rajasthan’s Nathdwara, Jio offers 5G-powered Wi-Fi services but not direct mobile network 

services. The business has also introduced a special 5G welcome offer for all of its customers that provides 

limitless data at up to 1Gbps speeds at no additional fee.  

 

Indian Telecom Gear Firms to Run 5G Trial for Railways between Palwal –  

Mathura 

A group of Indian telecom gear makers has been granted approval by Indian Railways to establish a 5G-based 

mobile communication network between the stations of Palwal and Mathura as a trial. A senior official of the 

Voice of Indian Communication Technology Enterprises stated that the association's members will deploy 5G 

technology using the exclusive 700 (seven hundred) MHz spectrum band made available by Indian Railways. 

The successful trial will help association members to scale up their businesses and benefit from Indian Railways 

INR 5,90,00,00,00,000 (Indian Rupees five thousand nine hundred crores) modernization plans. 

 

Telcos advised to refrain from installing 5G base stations near airports  

DoT has directed Telecom Service Providers (“TSPs”) to not install any 5G base stations in the 3,300 (three 

thousand three hundred) - 3,670 (three thousand six hundred seventy) MHZ band in the area of 2.1 km from 

runways at all airports in India. The DoT also directed the TSPs to ensure downward tilting of 5G base stations 

to an extent such that the 5G emissions do not interfere with radio altimeters, which allow pilots to understand 

height. Further, DoT stated that these measures are to be adopted by the TSPs till the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation ensures replacement of all aircraft altimeters filters.  
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Telecommunications & Broadcasting Practice 

Our Communications practice is handled by a team with specific domain-expertise, and we advise various 

stakeholders in both Telecom & Broadcasting sectors on a wide range of transactions and assignments that 

involve constitutional, legal, contractual, commercial, regulatory and policy advice. We advise broadcasters, 

BPOs, internet service providers (ISP), operators and investors in the Global System for Mobile 

Communications (GSM) and the Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) technologies, and new investors on 

diverse licensing issues, entry strategies, structuring, national security challenges, and other regulatory issues. 

We represent the interests of licensees and other stakeholders in interacting with the licensor and regulators 

with respect to reforms in the regulatory and policy framework to facilitate business growth drawing upon 

international best practices. We advise and represent investors, broadcasters, and telecom licensees on 

commercial transactions in this sector, including mergers, acquisitions, restructuring, divestment, licensing, and 

project financing. We advise telecom service providers and other corporate houses on all aspects of spectrum 

licensing and allocation, including fundamental issues relating to the scope of spectrum bands, the regulatory 

framework governing their allocation in India, and planning, strategising and following up on their application 

to the Government. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tony-verghese-b199662/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rhea-sydney-95473935/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shruthi-shekar-52963a241/
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This prism is not an advertisement or any form of solicitation and should not be construed as such. This prism has 

been prepared for general information purposes only. Nothing in this prism constitutes professional advice or a legal 

opinion. You should obtain appropriate professional advice before making any business, legal or other decisions. JSA 

and the authors of this prism disclaim all and any liability to any person who takes any decision based on 

this publication. 


