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Exemption for Renewable Energy plants located inside special economic zone 
or export-oriented units supplying power exclusively for production of Green 
Hydrogen 
1. The	Ministry	of	New	and	Renewable	Energy	(“MNRE”),	vide	2	(two)	office	memorandums	each	dated	May	27,	2024,	

has	issued	exemptions	for	renewable	energy	(“RE”)	plants	located	inside	a	special	economic	zone	(“SEZ”)	or	export	
oriented	unit	(“EOU”)	and	supplying	power	exclusively	for	production	plants	of	green	hydrogen	(or	its	derivatives),	
which	are	located	inside	a	SEZ	or	set	up	as	an	EOU	(either	the	same	or	different	SEZ/EOU)	from	purview	of	the	
following:	

a) the	Approved	List	of	Models	and	Manufacturers	(“ALMM”)	for	Solar	PV	Modules,	issued	by	MNRE	under	the	
Approved	 Models	 and	 Manufacturers	 of	 Solar	 Photovoltaic	 Modules	 (Requirements	 for	 Compulsory	
Registration)	Order,	2019,	including	all	clarifications/amendments	and	guidelines	thereunder;	and	

b) the	Revised	List	of	Models	and	Manufacturers	(“RLMM”)	for	Wind	Turbine	Models,	issued	by	MNRE	under	the	
Guidelines	 for	 Development	 of	 Onshore	 Wind	 Power	 Projects	 issued	 vide	 F.No.66/183/2016-WE	 dated	
October	22,	2016,	including	all	clarifications/amendments	and	procedures	thereunder.		

2. The	ALMM	mandate	requires	solar	project	developers	to	purchase	modules	from	an	approved	list,	serving	as	a	non-
tariff	measure	to	promote	domestic	manufacturing.	Similarly,	the	RLMM	provides	a	list	of	type	and	quality	certified	
wind	turbine	models	eligible	for	installation	in	the	country.	

3. These	exemptions	are	 intended	 to	 facilitate	 the	 swift	deployment	of	 renewable	energy	 infrastructure,	which	 is	
essential	for	the	production	of	green	hydrogen	and	its	derivatives	within	SEZ/EOU.	Further,	these	exemptions	will	
apply	to	the	RE	plants	to	be	commissioned	before	December	31,	2030,	to	supply	power	to	plants	for	production	of	
green	hydrogen	and	its	derivatives	

	

Conclusion 
From	an	industry	perspective,	these	exemptions	represent	a	significant	and	welcome	action	by	the	MNRE.	By	removing	
the	requirement	for	RE	plants	within	SEZs	or	EOUs	to	adhere	to	the	ALMM	for	solar	PV	modules	and	the	RLMM	for	
wind	 turbine	 models,	 the	 MNRE	 has	 effectively	 lowered	 barriers	 to	 the	 rapid	 deployment	 of	 renewable	 energy	
infrastructure	 critical	 for	 green	 hydrogen	 production.	 This	move	 is	 expected	 to	 result	 in	 reduced	 costs	 for	 green	
hydrogen	producers,	as	they	will	have	greater	flexibility	in	sourcing	power.	Consequently,	these	producers	can	access	
more	competitively	priced	options,	 thereby	enhancing	 their	ability	 to	produce	green	hydrogen	and	 its	derivatives	
economically.	 Overall,	 this	 initiative	 not	 only	 supports	 the	 industry's	 growth	 but	 also	 aligns	with	 India's	 broader	
renewable	energy	and	sustainability	goals.	
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Energy (Clean Energy & Climate Change) Practice 
We	are	known	for	our	specialist	domain-focused	Energy	practice	-	acknowledged	for	strengths	 in	grappling	
with	complex	legal	issues	involving	public	policy,	market	economics,	technology,	finance,	project	management.	
Our	practice	has	contributed	to	several	landmark	and	precedent-setting	work	related	to	legislative	and	policy	
framework	 governing	 the	 industry,	 commercial	 strategies	 for	 regulated	 industry,	 presenting	 cases	 before	
various	regulatory	and	judicial	fora	in	the	country,	advice	on	tariff,	licensing,	market	development	and	design,	
de-regulation	and	dispute	resolution.		

As	part	of	our	Energy	practice,	we	are	also	involved	in	advising	clients	in	the	renewable	energy	and	cleantech	
space.	 Our	 team’s	 climate	 change	 and	 sustainability	 practice	 is	 regarded	 as	 a	 leading	 specialized	 practice	
acknowledged	for	its	domain	knowledge,	multi-dimensional	expertise	and	strengths	in	grappling	with	complex	
issues	involving	public	policy,	economics,	technology,	finance,	project	management	besides	law.	

https://www.linkedin.com/in/193619452013/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sugandha-somani-gopal-616583129/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/asmita-maan-22206813a/
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This	prism	is	not	an	advertisement	or	any	form	of	solicitation	and	should	not	be	construed	as	such.	This	prism	has	
been	prepared	for	general	information	purposes	only.	Nothing	in	this	prism	constitutes	professional	advice	or	a	legal	
opinion.	You	should	obtain	appropriate	professional	advice	before	making	any	business,	legal	or	other	decisions.	JSA	

and	the	authors	of	this	prism	disclaim	all	and	any	liability	to	any	person	who	takes	any	decision	based	on	this	
publication.	

	


